PEACE THROUGH PfcAYER
own.   His morning prayers were usually attended by a few
inmates of the Asram or the number might go up and
might  get  additional  strength  through    occasional  early
visitors.    But the evening prayers were largely attended.
Students   and  teachers,   factory  workers  and professional
politicians,  Congress workers and officers in departments
run by the Government, they fistled side by side, listened
with rapt attention and joined in rhythmic beatings of the
palms when there was the Ramdhun. Gandhiji had felt the
need of speaking to his audience and sharing with them the
thoughts that were uppermost in his mind.   In the serious
mood   which   a   prayer   meeting was   bound   to   create,
Gandhiji spoke, after prayers, to his audience in a language
and style that came straight from the heart and went also
straight to those who had gathered to hear him.    These
post-prayer speeches in Sodepur and Noakhali, in Bihar
and Belliaghata, and lastly in Delhi began to play an im-
portant part in the national programme.    He agreed to
accept the cooperation offered by the All India Radio to
record the Delhi post-prayer speeches and relay them every
night at 8-30 p.m.   There were arrangements, also in some
A.I.R. centres to give out the versions in the different pro-
vincial languages,    It was my privilege to make out the
Bengali  versions  and broadcast  them from  the  Calcdtta
station mostly from October to the morning of the great
tragedy, and I realized everyday more and more the in-
exhaustible store of energy and the mental alertness, the
spirit of service and the resourcefulness which the speeches
showed.    When the nation was bewildered by the sudden
outburst of the communal frenzy, and reports of murder,
rape and loot blurred the visions of ordinary men, clear and
unmistakable were his directions of which the following,
selected at random, may well serve for a specimen:
It was unbecoming of men arid women to be bullied
out of their own homes. They should stay there and
face death rather than dishonour and loss of self-
respect. They should fear none but God. They should
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